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February 10, 2023 
 
 
Roubik Golanian, City Manager 
City of Glendale 
613 E. Broadway 
Glendale, CA, 91206 
 
Dear Roubik Golanian: 
 
RE: Glendale’s 6th Cycle (2021-2029) Adopted Housing Element  
 
Thank you for submitting the City of Glendale’s (City) housing element adopted 
December 6, 2022 and received for review on December 14, 2023, with revisions 
received on February 7, 2023. Pursuant to Government Code section 65585, 
subdivision (h), the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD) is reporting the results of its review. Our review was facilitated by a conversation 
on January 31, 2023 with Erik Krause, Kristen Asp, and consultant Amanda Tropiano. In 
addition, HCD considered comments from Alex Khatchaturian and David Kellogg 
pursuant to Government Code section 65585, subdivision (c).  
 
The adopted housing element addresses most statutory requirements described in 
HCD’s April 22, 2022 letter; however, additional revisions are necessary to fully comply 
with State Housing Element Law (Article 10.6 of the Gov. Code), as follows. 
 

1. An inventory of land suitable and available for residential development, including 
vacant sites and sites having realistic and demonstrated potential for 
redevelopment during the planning period to meet the locality’s housing need for 
a designated income level, and an analysis of the relationship of zoning and 
public facilities and services to these sites. (Gov. Code, § 65583, subd. (a)(3).)  

 
Identify actions that will be taken to make sites available during the planning 
period with appropriate zoning and development standards and with services and 
facilities to accommodate that portion of the city’s or county’s share of the 
regional housing need for each income level that could not be accommodated on 
sites identified in the inventory… (Gov. Code, § 65583, subd. (c)(1).) 
 
Suitability of Nonvacant Sites: While the element was revised to address the 
potential for redevelopment on identified nonvacant sites, it must also analyze 
the potential for redevelopment on sites with educational/institutional, and public 
facility uses. The element must demonstrate that the existing use are not an 
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impediment to additional residential development in the planning period and 
describe the uses will likely convert to residential during the planning period. 
Please note, any future re-adoption of the housing element must include the 
appropriate finding as part of the adoption resolution. 
 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs): The element commits to reconcile City’s ADU 
data with HCD’s date from 2018 to 2022 as part of Program 1F (Accessory 
Dwelling Units). However, the City’s records significantly differ from HCD records 
and the data must be reconciled as part of this housing element update and the 
assumptions should be adjusted as appropriate. 
 
Programs: As noted above, the element does not include a complete site 
analysis, therefore, the adequacy of sites and zoning were not established. 
Based on the results of a complete sites inventory and analysis, the City may 
need to add or revise programs to address a shortfall of sites or zoning available 
to encourage a variety of housing types.  

 
2. Address and, where appropriate and legally possible, remove governmental and 

nongovernmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and 
development of housing, including housing for all income levels and housing for 
persons with disabilities... (Gov. Code, § 65583, subd. (c)(3).) 
 
Program 9B (Zoning and Code Amendments–Housing Constraints): While this 
program was revised to state that heights and parking requirements will be 
revised to address constraints, the program should specify how parking for studio 
and one bedroom units will be revised and what potential heights will be allowed 
in the multifamily and mixed use zones (e.g., the City will allow at least three 
stories in all multifamily and mixed-use zones and no more than one parking 
space for studio and one bedroom units, or identify a process to determine 
reduced parking and increased height requirements). 

 
 
The element will meet the statutory requirements of State Housing Element Law once it 
has been revised and re-adopted to comply with the above requirements pursuant to 
Government Code section 65585. 
 
Public participation in the development, adoption and implementation of the housing 
element is essential to effective housing planning. During the housing element revision 
process, the City must continue to engage the community, including organizations that 
represent lower-income and special needs households, by making information regularly 
available while considering and incorporating comments where appropriate. Please be 
aware, any revisions to the element must be posted on the local government’s website 
and to email a link to all individuals and organizations that have previously requested 
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notices relating to the local government’s housing element at least seven days before 
submitting to HCD. 
 
Several federal, state, and regional funding programs consider housing element 
compliance as an eligibility or ranking criteria. For example, the CalTrans Senate Bill 
(SB) 1 Sustainable Communities grant; the Strategic Growth Council and HCD’s 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities programs; and HCD’s Permanent 
Local Housing Allocation consider housing element compliance and/or annual reporting 
requirements pursuant to Government Code section 65400. With a compliant housing 
element, the City will meet housing element requirements for these and other funding 
sources. 
 
For your information, some general plan element updates are triggered by housing 
element adoption. HCD reminds the City to consider timing provisions and welcomes 
the opportunity to provide assistance. For information, please see the Technical 
Advisories issued by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research at: 
https://www.opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html.  
 
HCD appreciates the hard work that the City provided throughout the housing element 
update and review. We are committed to assist the City in addressing all statutory 
requirements of State Housing Element Law. If you have any questions or need 
additional technical assistance, please contact Hillary Prasad, of our staff, at 
Hillary.Prasad@hcd.ca.gov.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul McDougall 
Senior Program Manager 
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